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Ser. Howell Heflin, D-Ala., calleg Monday for examinations of top government
officials like those required of airline pilots tg determine any ''mestal or
physical defect that coulg affect the decision-making process. '

Heflin answered reperters’ guestions on the romination by Prasident'ﬂeagan of
career CIA officer Robert Gates..to replace the ailing Killiam Casey as agency
girector. - .

''This issue brings up something to me that's VETY important,'' said Heflin,
kivown for his girth, ''asd that is the issue of people in very kigh, strategic
positions that have to make gecisions. _

Y11 think perhaps we should look at the idea of requiring as we do commerciazl
airline pilots that there be periodical physical examinations to determine

whether a2 person has some impediment, some mental or physical defect that coulgd
affect the.ﬁecisianwmak%ng function, ' ' ' :

~ Casey, 73, entereg Georgetown university HﬁSpital Pec. 15 after twe minor
SEiTuTes. He was operated on Dec. 18 and part of a cancercus tumor was removed
from his brain. -

1t was learned after Casey's seizures that he had suffered frcm-severe health
ot

probiems for quite some time, including duTing the time he testifisd efore
- Congress about his Knowledge of the Iran aras-Contra aid affair.

- 'Airline pilcts are reguitred to kave a mandatory physical examination every
six months,'' noted Heflin. "'Certainly those at the helm of the ship of state
or ihe plane of state need to be compeient and need to have 1l of their
facilities with them.'' ' _ : '

He said he, for one, will try to determine ;¥ oates is in proper mental and
phiysical condition for tie jeb.

"‘One element will be his physical and mental Congition, whether he has hag a
recent physical examination, what his health is.'!
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